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Executive Summary

ABOUT

Willow Bend Environmental Education
Center was founded by the Board of
Supervisors of the Coconino Natural
Resource Conservation Dist{@NRCDh
1978. Since then has serveas Coconino
/ 2 dzy ( &y@arrodhy falldime
environmental education center.

PROGRAMS AND IMPACT

Willow Bend provides environmntal, place
based educational experiances for schools,
community groups, residents, and visitors.

Summary of K12 Prograns: (includes class
based pograms, fields trips, and special
guest presentations)

Summary of Community Prograsn(Adult
Workshops, Family Science, Summer
Saturdays, Communifgvents and more):

Summary of Total Willow Benddch

FINANCIAL

Income

9% 2% 0%

m Grant

m In-Kind Donations

m Program

m Contributions

Income:
Grant $51,273
In-Kind Donations $28,163
Program $15,496
Contributions $13,019
Contract $11,591
Rental Income $2,400
Events and Misc. Income $185
TOTAL: $122,128
Expense
3%
® Program
Hm General
Management

® Fundraising

Expense:

Program $116,004

General Management $24,905

Fundraising $4133

Total: $145,044
Pagel
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About Us

Willow Bend Environmental Education
Center was founded by the Board of
Supervisors of the Coconino Natural
Resource Conservation Dist{@NRCDOh
1978. Since then has servedsCoconino
CountyQ @nly year-round full time
environmental education center. \Wow
Bend provideseducation outreach services
that build environmental awareness and an
ethic of responsible stewardship of our
natural and cultural resources.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Willow Bend hasrmaactive dlvolunteer
board of directors and governing CNRCD
board. All board members that served
during Fiscal Year 2015 are listed in this

report. Italicized names are those serving as

of June 30, 2015.

CNRCD Board of Supervisors
1 Mike MacauleyBoard Chairman
1 Jim ParksVice Chairman
1 Reed Jenkins, Treasurer
1 Steve GatewoadWillow Bend Board
Liaison
1 Paul Babbitt Supervisor
Willow Bend Board of Directors
Holly TaylorPresident
Steve GatewoqdVvice President
Bret Carpenter, Treasurer
Amy Larson, Director and Secretary
Jim Corning, Director
Andy GouldDirector
Tom HanecakDirector
Ken Myers, Director
Shelly Shepherdirector

=
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STAFF AND AMERICORESB/IBERS
2xff29 . SYyRQa Rl & (2
program management, and event
organizationis conducted by paid staff and

AmeriCorps Memberg. A f £ 2 g staffSY RQ &

areall highly qualified and dedicated to the
organization and its success.

All staffmembers thatworked during Fiscal
Year 2015 are listed in this report. Italicized
names are those serving as of June 30,
2015.

Willow BendStaff

1 Russell (Rusty) Tweed, Executive
Director(Top left)

1 Cassandra Roberts, Program
Manager(Bottom right)

1 Valerie GrimmettEducato(bottom
left)

1 Emma Hilliad, AmeriCorps Member

(top right)
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CHANGING LEADERSHIP

In April, 2015, Rusty Tweed left the
organization after serving as the Executive
Director for three great years. During his
time Rusty was able to secure numerous
grants, develop new partnerships, alehve
behindthe A Drop of Water display and the
3D Terrain Model as his legacy. A Willow
Bend search committee, comprised of both
CNRCD and Willow Bend Board members,
advertised the position and interviewed
numerous highly qualified individualBhe
Executive Directoposition was offeed to
Moran Henn, a Flagstaff local and
experienced nosprofit Executive Director,
in late Juneln between directors (ApHl
August 2015), Cassandra Roberts, Program
Manager, took on the role of acting Director
and did a commendabl@b of running the
organizationduring the transition time.
Willow Bendwould like to thank Rusty for
his work as Executive Direct@assandra
for her dedication during the transition, and
welcomeMoran Henn into the new
leadership role.

‘l)m “&! =
Top Rusty and Cassandra recognized fc
their dedication to Willow Bend at a

CNRCD meeting. Bottom: Moran Henn,
new Executive Director.

VOLUNTEERS

Willow Bend depends on the substantial
donation of volunteer time and skills. From
programmatic assistance, day to day Center
caretaking, and assisting with fundraising
YR S@Syitaz 2Aatftz2o0
our workpossible While we cannot name
all o our volunteers in this report, we
would like to especiallthank andhighlight
Willow BS y R Q & ménthérd\aRd
individualvolunteers includingNorm Lowe,
KathleenSatterfield,Charmain Lovelynd
Mike Masekto name a fewAndall the
community groupshat volunteer withus,
includingBoy and Girl Scouts, AmeriCorps
members NAU students and more!

From top to bottom: Boy Scout volunteers,
NAU Volunteer Daylike Masek;The
Foragers Path, volunteering for a Willow
Bendfundraisingevent.
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Program Summary Summary of KL2 ProgramReach:

K-12 SCHOOPROGRAMS x  Number of School Programs
presented:418

| Willow x Top programs for 2012015:
Exploring Earthworms, Starry
Skies, Rock Talk, Erupting Earth

= Bend was
first and
foremost
* established

7 A to serve

’ - A ?’ the
| 2dzyGeQa aoOKz2z2fa | yR
Bend playsn important role in KL2
education: we provide oubf-the-ordinary
experiences such as guest visits to
classrooms, demonstrations, and field trips
that expandeffective learning
opportunities.Our programs are tied to

CENTER AND COMMURAROGRAMS

state standards and reflect STEM é8ck, In addition to school programsVillow
Technology, Engineering, and Math) Bend also hosts aduiind community
principles. We employ provestrategies education programand eventsteacher

that enhance learningncluding workshopsfield trips to our sustainable
experiential, hands orand placebased building,and programs for college students.

education. We work at over 25 public
schools from three school distri¢tegional
charter schoolsndschools o the Navajo

Adultand Communitfgducatiorconnect
our visitors with eperts from a variety of

and Hopi Nations. Our-kK2 programs and fields such as forestry, botany and
field trips include topics in botany, sustainabilitythrough presentations and
astronomy, sustainable livingydrology workshops In addition, in Partnership with

wildlife, andgeology. GKS /AlteQa {dzadtAyloAatAdl
e T ] Above:Wildlife Program  Bend facilitates monthly tours of the

: &5 deliveryLeft:Students  Recycling Center,

exploring thesustainable Family Sciengerogramstypically include

i building and surrounding family focused presentations from experts,

=M gardens at Willow 81d.  Jive animal demonstrations, gamesards

on activities and more. Subjects included:

Midnight Hunters Eaglesand Arizona

Animals.Summer Saturdaghow termed

Science Saturdayprogramsare free and

open to the public and includdhemed

hands on activities and games on a variety

ﬁw‘ ol 8
Right: Students
learning about flowers
RAzZNRAy 3 2 Af
G¢KS wSl a2
Ct26SNE tN
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of topics seh asBats,Invasive Plants, Birds Summary ofCommunity Program &ach:
and more. Willow Bend hostenter Visits

highlightingi K S 0 dzudtaihdbié 3 Q & x  Number of Community and Adult
features the adjacentWatchable Wildlife Education Programs and Everit§2
Site, the surrounding gardens, and x  Top Programs: Bald Eagle

ebrgti ilglife Tracki

CftlF3adrFFQa ! NBDlyYy ¢NI
Willow Bend participate in many

community eventsncludingCoconino

| 2dzyieQa {dzadlAylofS
Colorado River Days, Festival of Science
Earth Dayand more. Finally, Willow Bend
organizes and facilitates Teacher Summary of Total Willow Benddach
Workshopsand professional development
opportunitiesfor teachers, educators, and
home schooling groups.

K-12 Programs, Adult Education, Teacher
Workshops, Center and Communi

A New Display

Each drop of water, falling from trsiy
combined with millions of other drops
brings essential moisture to the ground and
all life forms that depend othem. The new
ADrop of Watedisplay(in the image
belowl G 2Aff2g .SyRQa 5Aa0
allows students,

and general
audiencesto follow
the path of a single
drop of water
through theforests,
rangeland and
grasses that enable
water to infiltrate into theground. It then
followsthedroptoCt I 3a G FF Q& Ydzy A
system that provides drinking water to our
homes.The exhibit highghts the
importance of and provides sg steps for
water conservation. It complementsur
Terrain Modelwhich was introduced last

Top: Family Science Bald
Eagle ProgranRight: Adult
9RdzOI GA2Y awl
[20Fté 1 2ySe |
Below:Cassandrdeading a '
Willow BendRecycling
Center Tos.
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year, and provides a holistic and
comprehensive view of watersheds and
hydrological systems.

The exhibit includes
six inerpretive
panelsas well as
engaging resources
such as monitors
and microscopes, a
water pump model,
and games

Special thanks tahe following for their
contribution to the display The Wildland
Trekking Company, W.L Gore and
Associates, Flagstaff Aouncil and the
City of Flagstaff BBB Revenues, Arizona
Forestry Divison Community Challenge
Grant program via USDA Forest Service,
Andrew Gould, the Arizona Community
Foundation of Figstaffand GeoFund. And
Speciathanks toall the expets and
volunteers for compiling information
assiting with installationand discussing
ideasincluding Heather Aaron, Don Bills,
Thomas Boylen, Steve Cassady, John
ColombiniJohn Davidson, Brad Garner,
Harry Hosler, Collis Lovely, Norm Lowe, Judy
Prosser, Shai ScheridErin Young, andack
Zdinakfor panel design

Top: each panel displays an iconic drop hidit
somewhere in the design. Kids and adults al
enjoy searching for the drop in each panel.
Above: Visitors looking at the display

ProjectHighlight

With hundreds of programs offered and

thousands of students and visitors served

this year, it is hard to pick one moment to

highlight. However, we feel that our

Schoolyard Habitat Development project at

Knoles Elementary perfectly demonstrates
WillowBend2da NRBfS Ay 2dzNJ O2YY
G! NB ¢S 3I2Ay3 2dziaARS G2
voices would sound when | arrived in their

classroom each visit. The two classes of
fourth-grade students were excited to be

doing environmental science and even

more excited to beloing it outdoors.

L 5 R . ,;‘ulb_” ¢

Above:John Taylor, from Terra BIRRSsisting
students preparéor planting

From the date of my first visit in September
2014, the students and | spent much of our
class time out in the plot of land just
beyond the school building (but still within
the boundary fence). We studied the area
as habitat and discussed which animals
would be most likely to live there. We
dissected flowers indoors and then worked
to identify the native species already
present outdoors. Once we had a thorough
understanding of the area, it was time to
get planning. Students opted into several
project teans, each focused on a specific
LR2NIA2Y 2F GKS LINR2SOGO®
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| 2dzaS . dZAf RSNEZ¢ YR GKS dal SFR tftl yiSN&
andLyy RaOF LISNEZE Y2y3a YlIye 20KSNA®

Within their teams students researched and
planned and then gao work. Some

groups worked with community volunteers
to build an access trail or start landscaping
additional planting areas. Other groups
worked with their teachers and Willow
Bend staff to paint signs, put together bird
houses and a bat box, and ia and care

for bird feeders and waterers.

A final part of the project invited students

to nominate and then vote for a name for

G§KS I NBI @ GYy2tSa bldda2NE 21 f1¢ o6la GKS
moniker chosen to be featured on a

professionally designed sign that will also

feature studentdesigned wildlife art.

RS Moisecig RS TRRY
Above: ACE volunteers working with students on
creating the new trail.

Special thanks tahe following for their
contribution to the project: Arizona Game
and Fish Department Heritage Fund for
their financial support of this project. Terra
BIRDSMatt Roberts, and American
Conservation Experience fsite design,

trail constuction, and habitat landscaping.

AndZackzdinakfor signage design. Above: images from the complet&aoles

I FoAdGFG DIFNRSYy® ¢KS
visiting the feeder, and the Wildlife Tracking
Station.

Written by FPoject Manager Cassandra
Roberts.
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